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The Editor

The Cairns Post
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Dear Editor,

Re:  Mackerel netting & your article, 9-10 September
“Breeding site being bled dry”

In “Breeding site being bled dry” (Cairns Post, 9-10 Sep) DPI claim “no evidence grey mackerel stocks are not sustainable”. 
Apparently they haven’t got round to looking for it! Numbers being caught by local line fishers have crashed and signs of huge feeding frenzies are a thing of the past.

Log books of local mackerel line fishers and statements from locals who have fished them for 30 years provide all the evidence needed. 

Note sustained high catches and even high catch-per-unit-effort figures for a netting fishery based on spawning aggregations is not a sign all is well. 
Where species aggregate in only a few areas, catches can remain quite high until stocks crash quite quickly. Look at what happened to the once huge UK Atlantic mackerel stocks round about the 1980’s and UK herring a decade earlier. Do we never learn?
We note DPI recognizes a problem but 700 people signing the petition are not prepared to wait indefinitely for the overdue “wider review of inshore fisheries”. 
Apparently studies are underway (at JCU) to determine whether migrations are more local than was thought but we must not wait for their results. 
Netters must not be allowed to continue to hit grey mackerel stocks over their entire breeding ranges nor throughout their entire breeding season. In Douglas Shire they breed inshore and these sites are not protected by green zones.
The demise of the grey mackerel off local beaches has occurred over the last four years, presumably on the watch of the current DPI Fisheries Management Staff. Denials are pointless and will return to haunt those responsible. Let’s have some positive action now!
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