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Media Release

Capricorn Sunfish Compelled to Call it a Day

Capricorn Sunfish, the local Central Queensland body representing recreational fishing, has reluctantly voted to wind up its operations after 16 years.

At the branch's Annual General Meeting in September, no nominations for any executive positions were forthcoming, resulting in a motion to wind up the operations of the branch, being passed unanimously.
Outgoing branch Chairman Mr Kim Martin said recreational fishers had come to the end of their tether, with the last straw being the failure of the Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries to seriously act on recreational fishers' input to the RIS for the East Coast Inshore Finfishery released earlier this year.
Mr Martin said Central Queensland recreational fishers had united as never before to provide a consolidated and carefully researched community submission to the review, but this submission had been viewed as one single submission by fisheries managers and carried no more weight in considerations than any of the other individual submissions received.

"Between Rockhampton and Gladstone, hundreds of anglers were directly involved in framing the submissions and over 2,000 people ultimately signed their individual support for the group submissions," Mr Martin said. "It’s a huge slap in the face for everyone involved to discover their input has been basically ignored."
"Branch members all agreed that there is little point in continuing while we have a state government with no vision for our fishery and a DPI&F that is hostile towards recreational fishing," Mr Martin said. 

Mr Martin said that while no official news had been released regarding decisions likely to come out of the inshore review, it is generally known that recreational fishing will be heavily targeted by way of new and in some cases very restrictive bag and size limits on all popular species, while the commercial net fishery will continue to enjoy unrestricted catches and no rationalization of the numbers of licenced fishers operating in this fishery. 

"Our own Fitzroy River is the most over-fished system in Queensland, yet there are no proposals to manage the effort to ensure sustainability of the fishery for the future," Mr Martin lamented. "Currently every suitably licenced commercial net fisherman in Queensland can come and fish our river at the same time and take as many fish as they can catch," he said.
Mr Martin said conservative estimates of relative catches shared between the two competing sectors in the Fitzroy showed that the commercial fishery harvests between 10-20 times the quantity of fish caught by recreational fishers. He said by any measure applied, this was grossly inequitable and continues to be a source of community division and complaint.

"After waiting for more than 10 years to see an effective management plan implemented over our inshore fishery, this totally unacceptable and incompetent offering seriously compromises the very social fabric of coastal Queenslanders," MR Martin said.

Despite being roundly critical of the performance of the state government, Mr Martin said that the two local members, Rob Schwarten and Paul Hoolihan had been very supportive of local issues in the fishery and should be recognized for their efforts, but that it was at the policy and direction level of government where the fundamental blockages exist.

"Those amongst us who have toiled tirelessly for years trying to get some fairness and sound management processes implemented across our inshore fishery, will not be giving up, just attacking the issues from a different direction," Mr Martin assured local anglers. "There comes a time when you have to stop banging your head against the same brick wall and take a step back and try a different strategy", he said.

"Sunfish Qld will continue to operate as the peak representative body for recreational fishers, it is only the Capricorn Branch at this stage that has decided to pack up its rods and reels and go home," Mr Martin explained.
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