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29  April, 2007

Hon. Tim Mulherin MP

Minister for Primary Industries &Fisheries

GPO Box 46, BRISBANE, QLD, 4001

Email: dpi@ministerial.qld.gov.au; 

Tel: 07 3239 3000

Dear Minister Mulherin,

Call for an Emergency Ban on the Grey Mackerel Net Fishery off Douglas Shire 

I support the call by the Network for Sustainable Fishing in Douglas Shire (NSF) for an emergency ban on netting of Grey Mackerel in waters off the Douglas Shire by 1 June this year. 

Over a two year period up to August 2006, local boaties circulated a petition in Douglas Shire calling for the ban. The petition was then given to Jason O’Brien, signed by 658 persons, including all 7 Councillors. Fishers for Conservation (FFC) on http://www.ffc.org.au/Grey_Mackerel.html - latest give the history of our local campaign, including the crash in local catches of Grey mackerel and other inshore species.
I understand the management of Grey mackerel stocks is based on the assumption there is one stock which migrates along the coast. However DPI&F have no evidence of this and no idea of the overall size of the stock. Note that DPI&F have recently shown Gulf of Carpentaria Grey mackerel stocks do not mix with East Coast stock. It was previously assumed schools of Greys which appeared on the East Coast had migrated from the Gulf via the Torres Strait. 

The FFC web page notes that Grey mackerel are available to netters only when they are in pre-spawning and spawning aggregations, there being no closed season. Over the rest of the year they may well be dispersed over local grounds and just come together in larger schools at the start of the breeding season. The present net boats use large mechanical haulers and 600 m of monofilament gill nets, set right over local inshore spawning grounds. This is guaranteed to result in the collapse of local stocks. 

We simply cannot afford to wait for DPI&F to complete their studies; by this time local Grey mackerel stocks may well be virtually extinct. Local evidence and local concerns require the Chief Executive to use his executive powers under Section 46 of the Fisheries Act, on sustainability grounds and the precautionary principle, to introduce at least a temporary closure of the fishery. Please take this action now to save local stocks of Grey mackerel and also other inshore species off the Douglas Shire. 

Please do acknowledge receipt of my letter and confirm you are prepared to act on community concerns going back 3 years to save the local inshore fishery. To make the ban on netting of Grey mackerel enforceable, please declare a ban on all offshore netting in Douglas Shire inshore waters. This will also help other inshore species recover.

Yours faithfully,

cc 
Hon. Jason O’Brien, MP, 62 Grafton St. Cairns QLD 4970. cook@parliament.qld.gov.au; 


Mark Lightowler, Fisheries Resource Manager, DPI&F, GPO Box 46, Brisbane 4001; 


email: mark.lightowler@dpi.qld.gov.au; Tel: 07 3225 1897.
