Ralph De Lacey
 in his recent book gives the following information:  

· a huge school of Grey mackerel used to stop at Raywards reef, nr Bowen, always between mid June and early September, some locals had known about it for years

· it was a closely guarded secret until 1967/68 when the secret leaked out and numbers of boats trolling suddenly shot up to 20 or 30

· “fish caught when they first arrived had partially formed roe and when they departed this roe was fully matured. The most common fisherman’s theory centred around whether the fish spawned at Raywards then moved off, or moved off to spawn somewhere else not far away ”

· while line trolling, fishermen found that fish would come on the bite spasmodically and when they did, …. fish would be caught as fast as the line could be hauled and put back, 

· the average size of fish caught was 10 - 15 kg.

· whilst trolling during the three month period the problem was not catching fish but how to handle them all, i.e. process and sell them, even though they were not technically commercial fishers

· Up to and including 1968 the line trollers could catch all they could handle and over the next two years many up-graded their catching, handling and freezing facilities.

·  In June 1969 De Lacey took leave from work (and never went back to full time employment) to prepare for the Grey mackerel season

· the first six weeks of the season went well and suddenly the fish stopped biting “They had not moved away as we could still see them lined up like sardines in a tin, but nothing would entice them to bite”
· it was later found (within weeks) that this coincided with the commencement of night netting of the grounds by one commercial fisher - “It turned out that from the time Kingie had first started netting, the Grey Mackerel had stopped biting”

· then “We all acquired nets and bigger freezers”
· “The shift from line fishing to net fishing was a major change and created many problems for the Bowen fishermen”
· “when the conditions were right it was possible to catch a tonne or more fish in an hour. These were all big fish, mostly weighing around 14 or 15 kg
· “the biggest problem was not catching them it was filleting and freezing them”
· “In 1969 those … who became involved quickly did very well financially and by the end of the season every bit of refrigerated storage in Bowen was filled with Grey Mackerel fillets”
· Early in September 1969 the fish were almost ready to spawn, and as usual they all disappeared at once, as if on cue.”
· “When the Grey mackerel arrived back on 16 June 1970 they seemed in even larger numbers. The mackerel netters certainly arrived in greater numbers” 
· He goes on to describe the intensity of the competition between netters.

· “By early August there were miles of nets permanently anchored across this small reef. The Grey Mackerel departed in mid-August 1970, leaving the reef early for the first time ever.
· In June 1971 they arrived back on Raywards Reef right on schedule. This time De Lacey says they (the fishermen) were ready for them. “I suspect every piece of net in NQ was set across Raywards reef 

· That year the “big school moved on only 20 days after arriving ..
· “This caused great concern amongst the local fishermen as most had been constantly up-grading their plant and equipment in order to capitalise on the short season.”
· “I had progressively up-graded to a stage where I had a ten tonne freezer that was capable of freezing a tonne of fish fillets every six hours, plus all the ancillary equipment to achieve this …”
· “Many fishermen believed that the fish would return in a few days so they left their net set in the same place to hold their spot. Others went searching for the fish thinking that they must have moved to another reef in the vicinity.”
· “Some nets stayed there for weeks until they became a mass of green slime”
·  “The Greys never returned”
(Note: currently in local waters of Douglas Shire the average weight of grey mackerel seems to be closer to 6-8 kg, than 10-15 kg.)
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