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DOUGLAS MARINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


25 May 2010  


MARINE COMMITTEE HOSTS REEF RESEARCHER  
The effects of Great Barrier Reef Marine Park management zones on fish stocks will be the subject of a talk at Mossman Bowls Club next Thursday (June 10). 

James Cook University researcher Dr David Williamson will present his team's findings on how zones are affecting fish populations.

The team has been investigating the effects of Marine Park zones on inshore reefs of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park since 1999. 
"We established a solid baseline data set prior to the implementation of the 2004 Great Barrier Reef Marine Park zoning plan, so we've got a pretty good idea of the trends that have occurred in fish populations in different zones during the past six years.” Dr Williamson said. 

Dr Williamson spends several months each year on inshore reefs conducting underwater visual surveys of fish and coral communities in blue, yellow and green management zones that control levels of recreational and commercial fishing.  

"There are a lot of interesting findings that have come out of the research," Dr Williamson said. 
"The good news is that we are seeing increased numbers of coral trout and other target fish species within protected green zones, and in most areas this pattern has persisted for a number of years. 
"Unfortunately, we're detecting some compliance issues, for instance there are a few green zones where we have seen large amounts of lost fishing line wrapped around the reef.”

The talk has been organised by the Douglas Local Marine Advisory Committee as part of a series of Reef Forums to share information with the local community. 

Committee Chair Alex Mateer said recreational fishers in particular would be interested in the talk. 

"David is a keen recreational fisher himself, and has seen numbers of coral trout increase in green zones," Ms Mateer said. "The big question fishers want to know is whether we'll see a spillover into other zones."

For more information contact Alex Mateer on 4098 1536.
NOTE: Local Marine Advisory Committees (LMACs) from Cooktown to Bundaberg provide community advice to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority. The views and opinions of the LMACs do not necessarily reflect the policies or position of the Authority.
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