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Dear Marine Parks Stakeholder,

As you would be aware, the South Australian Government has made a commitment to establish 19 new marine parks across the State by 2010. As you have indicated an interest in the marine parks program, we thought we would provide you with a brief update on the development of South Australia’s marine parks. 

The draft Marine Parks Bill 2006 was released for public comment between 1 September and 30 November last year. In total, 162 submissions were received. We would like to acknowledge the time and effort individuals, families and organisations have put into preparing submissions, many of which provided important feedback on the proposed legislation. All submissions were taken into account in producing a revised Marine Parks Bill 2007, which was introduced into Parliament by the Minister for Environment and Conservation, Hon Gail Gago MLC, on 20 June 2007. A number of amendments were made to the Bill, with key changes including:

· incorporating resilience to climate change into the objects of the Bill; 

· including a consultation period on marine park boundaries of not less than six weeks; 

· legislating the need to consult with a representative of all signatories to an Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) or Native Title claim when preparing marine park management plans; 

· including a three year time-frame to develop marine park management plans once the boundaries are proclaimed; and 

· increasing the minimum public consultation period on marine park management plans, from 28 days to six weeks. 
Once the Marine Parks Act has been finalised, the proposed outer boundaries of all 19 marine parks will be proclaimed and released for public comment. It is important to note that the announcement of the marine park outer boundaries will not include zoning of the marine parks, and should therefore have minimal effect on the way people currently use the marine environment.
Marine parks will need to be zoned, which will allow for different activities and uses in each zone. The development of multiple use zoning will not commence until local consultative committees have been established and engagement with local communities has occurred. The next steps for the development of marine parks across the State will be as follows:

· Finalise the Marine Parks Act

· Release marine park boundaries for public comment

· Establish marine park consultative committees 

· Seek community input to develop marine park management plans

· Prepare draft marine park management plans (including zoning maps) for public comment

· Implement marine park management plans

· Manage any displaced commercial fishing and/or aquaculture effort

· Ongoing management of marine parks

As you can see, there is an extensive development process including several rounds of public engagement to complete before we can meet our target of 19 marine parks by 2010. 

As a means of answering some of our most frequently asked questions, we have recently published an article for the Southern Fisheries magazine, which we have attached for your information. We have also developed extensive resources including a wide range of fact sheets and other publications, as well as general information available on our website. The Marine Parks Officers are also happy to provide information to your local community or stakeholder group, so please get in touch if you require any further information.

Kind regards,

The Marine Parks Team
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For further information please contact

Department for Environment and Heritage

Coast and Marine Conservation Branch

Phone: (08) 8124 4900

www.environment.sa.gov.au


